
April 6, 1984 

BY-LAVIS 
OF 

THE CO!i:iSSE}:r DEI~OCRA~~IC TOt'iN C01"wlITTEE 

AR2ICLE 1. Harne, purpose, dues 

1. 2he name of this organization shall be the 
Cohasset Democratic Town Committee. 

2. The purposes of this Committee shall be to advance 
the interests of the Democratic :Party. ActiYities of the 
Committee may include, but not be limited to: the endorsement 
of enrolled Democra~ic candidates, the raising and disbursement 
of funds for poli.tical purposes, voter registration campaigns, 
and the calli.ng of caucuses for the pUTpooes of selecting
Delegates to state conventions, endorsing candidates, adopting 
resolutions, or conducting other Party business. 

3. This Oommittee will also, as provided by the 
Hassachusetts General Laws, recommend lists of election workers 
to the Selectmen no later than June 1 of each year, and will 
make recommendations at the appropriate time regarding the 
Democratic seat(s) on the 30a:::-d of Registr2.rs. 

4. Each member shall be responsible for the payment of 
annual dues to the Co~"ittee, to be collected by the Treasurer. 
The amount of dues for !<lembers, including Associate Kembers, 
shall be set from time to time by a majority vote of Committee 
tilembe:cs present and voting., 

! 5. The fiscal ,year of the Committee shall be from 
April 1 to Narch 31: 

ARTICLE II. Membership 

1, All members of the Committee shall be enrolled 
Democrats residing in the Town of Cohasset. 

2. The Co~~ittee shall consist of Elected, Regular, 
and Associate ];'iemoers. 

3. ':rhe tOt8J. n')Xlber of 3lected and Regul22' !~e::Jbers 
"hall be no less trHffi 3 ",nd no ,"01'e than 35. The total 
number of such members shall be determined by vote of a majority 
of Elected and Regular Nembers, present and voting, every four 
years prior to the Massachusetts Presidential Preference 
Primary, in the manner Slit by state lavl, 

4. Elected HeP.lbe:cs shall be tJo.ose persons elected to the 
office of Democ:~2,tic Town COELlili ttee If;ember at the Presidential 
Preference Prinary. T];eir te= of office shall be four years, 
until the next followlUg rresir:ential Prefe:cence Prililary. 
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ARTICLE II. l'1embs:>:'sh ip, cont. 

5. Regular Hemb,":>:,s shall he those pe:>:'sons elected to 
the of:"ice of Democ:>:'2tic Town Committee-l·leml)er by a majority 
of Elected and Reg-ular 1'.1embers present and voting B.t a meeting 
of the Committee to fill vacancies among the Elected and Regular 
Hembers, Their term of offioe shall expire at the next 
foJ.lowing Has sachusetts Pre sidential Preference Prin;ary. 
A Regular Hember shall serve a term of no less than three (3) 
months as an Associate Hember before being considered as a 
candidate for Regular leanber. 

6. ASSOlciate IlJembers shall be those persons elected as 
such by a majority of Elected and Regular Ilembers voting and 
present at a meeting of the Committee. Associate Nembers shall 
have all the rights and privileges of membership of membership 
on the Corr~ittee excepting the right to vote on any Committee 
business. Associate Hember (s) shall be the candidate s for 
filling any Committee vacancies. The term of office of Associate 
Hembers shall expire at the next following Hassachusetts 
Presicential Primary. 

7. ~Jly member may resign at any time by submitting a 
written resignation to the Secretary. Such resignation shall 
be effective upon reyort of the Secretaxy at the next meeting 
of the Committee. 

A-1i.1·ICLE III. Officers 

1. Officers of the Committee shall be elected every two 
years at the Committee's organizat10nal meeting, \'lhich shall be 
held no later than April 15 in even-numbered years. 

2. The term of office of each officer shall be for two 
years, or until the next orfanixational meeting. 

3. The officers of the Committee shall be: a chairperson 
or two co-chairpersons (if the committee so decides) and a 
vice-chairperson, not all of the same sex; a treasurer; and a 
secretary; and such other officers as the Con;mittee shall elect. 
All officers shall be Elected or Regular Members. 

4. At each organizational meeting, before nominating 
begins for electing neVI officers of the Committee, the Committee 
shall determine by majority vote of Members present 2-TId voting, 
whethAr theTA ';:; 11 be one chairperson of the Comm1ttee, or 
two co-chairpersons of the Cornmittee. 

5. The c~lE'"irperson, or co-chairpersons, shall be the 
principal executive offhzer(s) of the Committee, with primary 
responsibility for enforcement of the provisions of these 
local by-lav/s and the Charter of the l1assachusetts DeT!locratic 
Party and for corrIm~'li cations be"tv:een the COllrnittee and the 
state Committee. The chairperson( s) shall preside at all 
me~tingB of tbe Co~"itte8 2~d Qt caucuses, as defined in Article I 
of the state Chater, called by it, and shall have such pOlvers 
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A?cTICLE IT!. Officers, cont. 

and duties as the Cow~ittee ~ay decide. The Chairperson(s) 
shal~ hc~ve the a.bility to expend up to fifty dollars (~50) 
for ohe aCCO[;Jplishment of purposes of the Committee. For 
expenditures of [;Jore than fifty dollars, a vote of the Committee 
at a meeting or a rr;ajority of members agreeing to the 
expenditure in a poll by telephone is required. 

6. The Vice-Ch2.irperson shall have such powers 3..11d duties, 
end shall perform such duties, as may be assigned by the 
Chairperson(s) or the Committee. In the absence or inability to 
e,ct of the Chairperson(s), the Vice-Chairperson shall exercise 
the pD'.'lers of the Chairperson. 

7. The Secretary shall record the proceedings at all meetings 
of the Committee, and shall present such records to the Oommittee 
for their approval. The Secretary shall notify the Members of 
all meetings. If the Secretary is absent from any meeting of the 
Committee, a Temporary Secretary shall be chosen to exercise 
the duties of the Secretary at such meeting. 

8. The Treasurer shall keep full and accurate records of 
the financial affairs of the Committee, and shall at the regular 
meetings of the OO!l11'llittee or whenever the Ohairperson(s) L~ay 
reg"v.ire it, render a state::cent of the accounts of .the transactions 
n;ade and of the fina'1cial cona.ition of thE' Gomrni +,t~e. The 
Treasurer shall collect the dues aS8essed upon the members of 
the Committee. The Treasurer shall pay the expenses of the 
Committee as directed by the Oommittee or the Chairperson ( s). 

9. A:ny officer may be re!:loved by a twa-thirds vote of all 
the Elected and Regular lliembers, 8,t a meeting duly called for that 
purpose, or at e. regular meeting "lith at least one \~eek's 
notice of the propos ed action. 

10. Any officer may resign at any time by submitting a 
written resignation to the Seoretary or to the Chairperson(s). 
Such reSignation shall be effective upon report of the officer 
receiving such resignation at the next meeting of the Gonrnittee. 

11. A vc.C8.::1cy in any office shall be filled by the 
EL,cted and Regular 1'1embers by the election of a successor to 
hold office for the unexpired term. 

1. The Com:;]i ttee shall meet at least four times a year, 
at least once each quarter, at the call of the Chairperson(s). 
Special meetings fla:' be called by the Secretary on receipt of 
signed petition from no fewer than twenty percent (20%) of the 
l::1emberlSh ip of the Com;:1ittee. 
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ARTICLE IV. Meetings, cont. 

2. A quorum shall consist of one quarter of all f.lembers 
then holding such office. No action of the Co=ittee can be taken 
unless <,t least a quorull1 is present. 

3. Meetings of the Co=ittee shall be conducted in 
2ccordance \'lith Roberts Rules of Order and these by-la;"s. 

4. Each l1ember entitled to vote shall have one vote to be 
exercised in person. 'IIhen a quorum exists at a :ne0ting, the vote 
of a majority of the :t-1embe::'s present and entitled to vote shall 
decide on any matter brought before the meeting, except when a 
larger vote is recuired by law ot: these by-laws. 

5. Each vote taken shall be by voice vote or by a show 
of hands - except for votes te~en for election of officers, 
which shall be by written, signed, and public ballots as reouired 
by the state Charter. Votes taken for possible removal of 
officers shall also be held in a manner consistent with the 
reouirements of the state Che,rter. 

6. The organizational me,ting of the Co=ittee shall be 
held no later than April 15 in even-numbered years, a~d shall 
be held according to provisions of these by-laws and rules 
provided by the state COIT~ittee. 

A~TICLE V. P~endments 

These by-lair'S may be amended or revoked by the vote of a 
majority of the Elected and Regular !-1embers then holding such 
office. A copy of proposed amendments to these by-laws must 
be urovided to each Elected and Regular Hember not less than 
seven (7) days before the meeting held to consider such amendments. 

P~TTCLE VI. Removal of members. 

Hembers and officer pledge themselves by accepting offici!! 
to perform diligently and honorably their duties or resign. 
Hembers of the Committee may be removed by procedures guaranteeing 
adequate notice and due process and by a two-thirds vote of the 
entire membership of the Committee for: 

a. 	 failure to attend at least half of the regularly 
schecbled committee mcectine;s during &'1y calendar 
year. unless absence is due to justifiable reason; 

b. 	public support for or financial contribution to 
an opponent of a nominee of the D~mocratic ParLY 
v[hich nominee publicly supports tne platform of 
the Demonratic Party as a dopted at the most recent 
state and national De:Jocratic conventions; 
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ARTICL3 VI. Removal of members, cont. 

o. 	unauthorized use of the Party name or resources; 

d. 	conviction after appeals are exhausted of a 
criwinal off'cDse other than a J;]isdemeanor. 

A member must be given a..'1 opportuDi ty to resign before 
notice of the hearing on the Question of removal is given to 
the membership of the Committee, 

A member removed under this Article shall have 30 days 
to appeal to the Judicial CounCil, and the vacancy may not be 
filled in such case until the fiDal decision of the Judicial 
Council is made. 


