Cohasset Democratic Town Committee

Meeting Notes for March 7, 2009
In attendance: Kevin McCarthy, Agnes McCann, Margie Charles, Ted Carr, Ed Lappen, Susan Kent, Donna McGee, Sally Sisson, Tom Callahan
Barney Frank

Kevin recapped Barney Frank’s talk at Scituate High School.  The talk was well attended and well received!  Rep Frank had responded to an invitation by Kevin McCarthy to give a talk to the  S. S. Democratic Caucus, which sponsored the event. Barney Frank’s talk was video recorded and members said they  would like to show on local cable TV. Agnes will talk to Mark DeGiacomo about this. 

Technology

Kevin M reported that at last SS Dem Caucus meeting they talked about new state focus on using technology to strengthen networking among Democrats at town and state level. State party is developing modules we can use on town websites. These will be linked in with feeds from Democratic Party websites and hooked up to Facebook. Kevin has already registered us with a domain name: www.cohassetdemocrats.com. 

Duxbury and Cambridge will be first test towns. South Shore will be next test region. 

The old way of pushing information out to people is being de-emphasized and replaced with a new way which will focus on people being able to pull in information they want. 
Kevin is already starting to work on our new website but needs help from others who are technically savvy. Ted Carr (in attendance) offered to help. 

Movie Night Recap
FLOW (For Love of Water) was well attended with at least 20 people; many of them new faces. The film discussed the world-wide scarcity of clean, safe water and the  problem of water being privatized throughout the world by large corporations funded in some cases by the World Bank, often making clean, safe water too expensive for the poor.  The dvd also emphasized local efforts to resolve the water shortages which are often due to redirecting and damming water sources to aid agriculture.  The Nile, among several other major rivers no longer meets the sea due to redirecting normal flow.
Agnes said they would like to show the film again. 

Water Issue Facing Cohasset
The movie night discussion prompted much talk about the water rate increase and issues surrounding water in Cohasset. Cohasset Water Dept. is $43 million in debt, which is the reason for the rate increase. Cohasset has spent a huge amount on legal fees. Tom Callahan, Ed Lappen, Ted Carr, Margie Charles and Donna McGee were engaged in discussion. “Nobody ever saw the big picture.” “They never gave us the big picture.” Tom C. would like to see a water-for-sewer deal with Hull. Ed thinks the only way out is to sell our water. One idea is to sell our town water – residents could fill up own jugs, and we could also sell Cohasset water in stores. The reason for unsatisfactory taste is due to travel through pipes, not the water itself. In NYC there’s selling their own water for 35 cents per jug, next to water selling for $1. 35. 

Scholarship Committee
Betsy Connolly reported she has written two essay questions and applications for scholarship are now available at H.S..  Students will turn applications in to Peggy Lewis at CHS before April vacation. Scholarship Committee (Betsy, Sally Sisson, Ed Lappen) will review, decide and get back to Peggy Lewis by beginning of May. 

Garage Sale
Held at Donna McGee’s house again this year. 

Sat, May 16 (rain date Sunday) – 23 Hill Street

Donna will chair, Agnes will be in charge of signs (60-70 signs). Ted Carr and Susan Kent will be “stooges,” Ronnie will also be on committee

Gail – need notices in Mariner announcing date, time, place, purpose – start with just “time to clean out your garages” but don’t tell people they can drop off at Donna’s… then add that bit a couple weeks before

Sudbury position on Obama / Iraq War

Sudbury Democratic Town Committee has issued a statement taking a strong position on the Iraq war.  Their position is that  Obama should get troops out of Iraq in 6 months with  no compromise. 

Background: In campaign Obama said would pull troops out in 16 months and now has moved it to 19 months. Sudbury wants our troops out in6 months. 

Question: Should Cohasset support Sudbury’s position or take own position? 

Chartis and Tom C both emailed arguments against siding with Sudbury to all Comm. Members last week. Tom C then drafted a position paper from Cohasset Town Committee in response. Not all were in agreement at the meeting, so it was decided to send out Cohasset Democrat’s position via email for Committee Members to vote on. It was agreed to respond to the majority of those voting yea or nay; then send the position out or not depending on responses from Town Committee Member 

Forum
The next forum focus will be on WIND

Ted Carr is in charge.  Ted  has 3 good people who can talk knowledgably about the issue. 

Need date – probably early April

Need location – HS auditorium, or HS library, since they have cameras? Paul Pratt Library may be too small, as we might get 100+ people

Should we have another forum on Iraq? 

Should we have something to address unemployment? Something practical, like networking for local people in town who have lost jobs

Local elections

How to handle support for Dem candidates for town positions? Helene L. is running for school committee, Agnes is running for Library Trustee..
All agreed that we should remain nonpartisan as a committee but could certainly do informal networking to help out our colleagues – like holding signs.  Best for support to   be under the radar rather than public.. 

Next Movie Night

Sally proposed two movie ideas from Gail – Crimes Against Nature based on a book by  Robert Kennedy about the Bush Administration’s policies which have devastated environments and wildlife.  Also suggested was the Kennedy Kings. All liked those ideas; however, Ed said that the economy is the most important issue for everyone now and that that should trump everything else, at least for the next few months. 

Several people thought a film or documentary on the economy would be good – something called I Owe USA? Also a recent Frontline episode? 

Sally pointed out that this may be too depressing. Who wants to go out on a Friday night and get more depressed about the economy? Some agreed… so we’re not sure where to go from here. Wait ‘til next Sept for next movie?

Next meetings

Dates set for April 4, May 2 and June 13

Many thanks to Sally Sisson for taking the meeting notes!

