Cohasset Democratic Town Committee
Meeting October 3, 2009

Members present:  Kevin McCarthy, Ned Tebbetts, Margy Charles, Agnes McCann, Sally Sisson

September event at Leib/Lappens, etc.:   Kevin reported that over $1,000 was made over expenses.  He and the event planner present hope to have an event such as this as an annual fund raiser.  About 80 people attended, some coming from several surrounding towns.  

Sally suggested having another yearly event besides the fund-raiser, such as a pot luck supper, which would be more affordable for families.  She suggested that it might be a way to get more, younger people involved in Democratic Party activities.  Members are asked to think of ideas and location for such a family style event.  Ned suggested that since Mass. may be in line for redistricting, due to the recent the census, that some politicians may be looking to get some publicity and be willing to attend such an event in 2010.  
Forums:  Members are encouraged to come up with some ideas and speakers for future forums. Unfortunately, despite having Garrett Bradley and Michael Sullivan for speakers, the ethics forum was not well attended.

Health Care Discussion:  The South Shore Democratic Caucus continues to plan for a health care forum.  Details will be announced.   A healthy discussion by members present followed concerning a number of issues regarding the current health care reform legislation.  Some members present were supportive of the public option.  Some were fearful of the costs of reform being greater than proposed costs.  Concern was expressed about the negative nature of political discourse on current issues, particularly the health care reforms.  
Rapid Response Team:  Kevin reported on a suggestion by Ed Lappin to develop a “rapid response team” to react and respond to political/social issues of importance, such as the Hyatt Hotel firings.  
Movie Night:   The next movie night will be on Friday, Oct. 23 in the meeting room at the Paul Pratt Library.  The feature will be the ’07 film,  Charley Wilson’s War, starring Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts.  Learn the true story of how Congressman Charley Wilson created, along with the CIA, a covert war in the 80’s to help the Afghans drive out the Russians.  We’ll have pop corn-of course.  

Member News:  Tom Callahan has stepped down as Vice Chair but will be remaining a member of the town committee.  Deborah Howard was voted on as a new committee member. 

The next meeting of the Democratic Town Committee will be held at the library on November 7th at 9:00 a.m..

